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Introduction 

 

In this short book you will find condensed and simplified versions of the Hanon piano 

finger exercises 1 - 30 as well as the major, harmonic minor and melodic minor scales 

in every key (two octaves). 

What is Hanon? 

The ‘Hanon Virtuoso Pianist’ is a collection of piano finger exercises designed to give 

equal strength, agility and flexibility to all five fingers of both hands. Written by 

Charles-Louis Hanon in the 1800s, these exercises without doubt have become one of 

the most widely used techniques by today’s pianists. In my opinion these are the best 

finger exercises available. 

One really great thing about these exercises is that they are applicable to both absolute 

beginners and advanced players alike, particularly as the reading ability required is 

minimal. Whatever your ability, these exercises will help improve your technique and 

finger strength.  

Having been written well over 100 years ago, the original work is now in the public 

domain and therefore digital copies can be acquired free of charge on the internet. 

However, most of these are very poor quality and the instructions are mainly in French 

or Russian - neither of which work too well for me! For the full version I personally 

recommend the ‘Alfred’ Edition edited by Allan Small which is clear and has 

instructions in English.  

So why do I need this book? 

The whole point is to make it easy to read and to reduce page turns - less is more! In the 

full version the first 30 exercises take up fifty pages whereas here there are three 

exercises per page for the first 20, then two per page for the next 10, reducing the fifty 

pages to just twelve. I initially produced this for my own use only but figured that others 

may like to take advantage of what I’ve done. 

Does this mean that the print is just smaller? 

No, not at all. If you are familiar with these exercises, you will know that they are 

repeated patterns which ascend and descend for two octaves diatonically. 

To condense and simplify them and consequently eliminate an enormous amount of 

page turns I have shown: 

• the all-important fingering on the first pattern (as per the original) 

• then the repeated second pattern  

• then ‘changeover’ patterns between ascending and descending - which are 

sometimes slightly different 

http://learn-keyboard.co.uk/
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• then finally the last pattern of each exercise which again is often very 

slightly different.  

I have also written them two octaves apart (for easy reading) and only shown them for 

one octave instead of two. In practice they should be played one octave apart and 

ultimately be practiced for two octaves.  

You can print out any or all the pages as required (the link for the pdf printable version 

is given at the end of the book). 

For those not familiar with the basic format, I have included the first exercise in full as 

written in the original version (well I’ve written this in 4/4 and quavers rather than 2/4 

and semi-quavers). If you compare this with the first simplified and condensed exercise 

you should see exactly what I have done and hopefully why! 

What do you mean by ‘diatonically’? 

All the exercises are in the scale of C major, and as the patterns ascend and descend, 

they continue to use the notes of the scale rather than transposing. 

So, are you suggesting that I miss out the missing sections? 

No, no, no, the idea is that you play the complete exercises as written in the first full 

example, but you will need to play the missing sections without the music notation 

except for the changeover patterns (between ascending and descending) and the end 

patterns.  

But what if I can only play by reading music? 

Of course, sight reading music is a good idea, but these exercises are not ‘reading’ 

exercises, they are simply repeated patterns to improve finger technique. This is easy 

without reading the music as the patterns simply move up and down with the scale notes. 

In fact, you don’t even need to know any scales as each pattern simply uses the next 

white note up from the previous when ascending and the next white note down when 

descending, using the same pattern and fingering as shown. For instance, if the first 

ascending pattern starts on ‘C’, the next pattern will start on ‘D’ then ‘E’ etc. In short - 

if you can play the first pattern (as written) you can play the rest! All the fingering 

needed is shown in the patterns written. 

Instructions for use 

Ideally use a metronome and begin as slowly as you need to gradually increase speed 

according to your ability. The tempo guidelines in the original are 60 bpm - 108 bpm, 

BUT the original is written in semi-quavers whereas the first 20 exercises here are 

written in quavers, so the metronome speed should be doubled (120 - 216). Exercises 

21 - 30 are written in semi-quavers here as per the original. There is no point in 

increasing the speed beyond your capability. If you practice regularly, speed will come 

on its own!  

https://learn-keyboard.co.uk/
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In all cases your hands should be in a claw like position, lift the fingers high and play 

each note with equal velocity. Learn and practice each exercise in strict numerical 

rotation as they are arranged to give rest to the fingers where fatigue has been caused 

previously. 

Make sure that you are thoroughly familiar with the first 20 exercises before proceeding 

further. Take your time, there’s no rush - unless you want to be a concert pianist next 

week, in which case good luck! 

* Notice the difference in patterns in Ex 12. The first pattern starts with a fifth interval 

whereas the second and subsequent patterns start with a sixth interval. This occurs again 

at the end of the descent. I have emphasised this with asterisks in the notation.  

Navigation  

If using the digital version, you can revert to the ‘Contents’ with a single click, by using 

the < icon found in the footer of every page. Then you can navigate to any exercise by 

clicking your choice in the ‘Contents’. 

There are also a few other internal hyperlinks which are underlined where available. 

Audio Files 

In the digital version all of the Hanon exercises can be heard by clicking on the notation 

for each exercise, as can the first major and minor scales. While you do this you will 

lose the page view, but you should be able to revert back to this while the audio is 

playing so that you can see each exercise at the same time as listening to it. 

Alternatively, all the audio files can be heard at https://learn-keyboard.co.uk/audio-

links/hanon.html. 
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Hanon Exercise 1 - as written 
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Hanon Exercises 1 - 2 - 3 
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Hanon Exercises 4 - 5 - 6 
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Thanks 

 

Thanks for reading this preview. 

The full digital version is available on Amazon Kindle (Print Replica) and at 

https://learn-keyboard.co.uk/hanon.html along with the Printed version. 

 

Buy the printed version and the digital pdf version comes free! 

 

Martin 
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Further Reading 

 

You may also perhaps be interested in some of the following books, the details for which 

can all be seen on my websites at https://learn-keyboard.co.uk and 

http://gonkmusic.com.  

If copying the links be sure to include the hyphen in ‘learn-keyboard’. 
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